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NEW WOMAN IN NEW LANDS : AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

The Part She Is Playing in Remaking Our War-torn World Is Graphically Told by These
Voices Speaking From the Newborn Republics in All Parts of the Earth—By Constance Drexel

(Copyright. 1820, by Publle Ledger Co.)

JT.'ST what is woman's place today the
world around? What is her status in
the old nations of Europe where for count-
Iess centuries she has been slowly rising from
the slavery of the dork ages® Where does
she stand in the new republics of the old
world—those born of that
dary lines and restored lands
to their own peoples?
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The persons to answer this question best
are the women themselves, and here certain
representative women, who were asked to
give Am an readers the exact condition of
respective tell

WwWomAan

¢countries,

ir stories.
Among
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the nationsz, one, Letvia, formerly
of the R not
quite certain that she really is a nation, be-
ca America has not yet recognized her,
Poland has been fighting for her very ex-
istence, while Czecho-Slovakia is a healthy,
usty infant, with both feet securely planted
in the center of Europe,
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great deal toward ronciliating the Hindu and
Moslem elements in India. She is a stanch
supporter of woman suffrage for India and
has appeared before committees of the House
of Commons on this subject. A poetess of
note, her books of werse have maide her a
fellow of the Rosal Society of Literature,
Great Britain and Ireland, who rose to the
greatest heigits, and who brought the mes
sage of the Far East to the West.
Mrs. Naidu is a bandsome woman,
says proudly that she is past forty, but

who

¥

whose dusky skin is unmarked by time ard
whose black, softly waved hair has the satia
sheen of youth, Her great black eyes secm
fo see ceuturies back into the misty past,
yot look far ahead in the future, 8he spraks
in beautiful, polished English, her voice
round and vibrant.

OLAND is represented by Marie Do-

licka. The representative the Polish
Government intended sending to the Geneva
convention could not leave Warsaw. And
the foreign office sent insistent wires to
Berne, directing the Polish minister there
It so happened that
had just arrived after a
from Warsaw to be secre-
tary of the Polish Press Bureau in Switzer-
land. ‘This position makes her a member of
the foreign office staf in its diplomatic
service. She hadn't even unpacked her bags
and took the next train to Geneva, bringing
tidings direct from Poland. She is a little
woman, showing the privations of war and
of her journer, and Is a graduate of the
University of Warszaw,
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Madame Anna Kenin is another stanch
patriot from one of the new nations. And
no one is working harder for the recognition
of Letvia, comprising less than 3,000,000

inhabitants, than Madame Kenin. Wife of

the Lettish minister to Poland, she is
serving independently in Letvia's diplo-
matic service and is connected with the

legation in Paris. She was st the Geneva
congress as official representative of her
government. But her political activities go
further back than the present. As early as
1915, in a nationalities
struggling for existence, which was held in
Lausanne, Madame Kenin made a stirring

conference of

ea for her nation, once a part of wvast
szin. She hasz also served as represen-
tative of her ecountry in Stockholm.

Miss Franteska Plaminkova speaks for
the lusty infant
among all the new nations. She is & mem-
ber of the municipal council of Prague and
a close friend of Dr. Alice Masaryk, daughter
of the president of Czecho-8lovakia, When
the capital of the new republic tendered a
iting American journalists a
ago, it was Miss Plaminkova
who was sent to represent the municipality,
has been a feminist leader in  her
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conntry for years and was the official rep-
resentative of the 1 -=lovak Govern=
CONEress.

Czect

ment at the Geneva

Adela Seb wr-Krieger is white

aod sad I« with great black
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paigning for her election to the German
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active in civie associations, but
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starving children of (Germany. She is
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Suffrage Program
France Follows
By Mme. De W. Schlumberger

HESE are the 1iNES OUr WOmMen gare
asking of Parliament:
Their political rights in ratification by

the Senate of the law voted May 20, 1919,
by the Chamber of Deputies sccording full
right of suffrage tu women,

Their civil rights in revision of the laws
which establish the inferiority of the mar-
ried woman, as follows:

Suppression of the legal incapacity of
the married woman, free disposition of
bher person and of ber property.

Right of the married woman to pre-
serve her own nationpality.

Equalizing the rights of the father be-
tween mother and father, and modifica-

tion of the father's right of correcticn,

For Protection of the Race

Struggle against alcoholism — Absolute
prevention of fabrication and sale of alechol
for drinking purposes Limitation of sale
of liguors. Rigorous application of the law
against drunkenness, Establishment of
foyers in city and conntry, sales of healthful
drinks, ete

Struggle againxt immorality—Suppression
of regulation of prostitution; reform of cus-
toms ; protection of minors

Struggle against fuberculosis — Creation
of sapsatcria: of dispensaries; treatment for
pre-tuberculas cases ; building of cheap, sani-
tary houses,

Struggle againat depopulation—Protection
of childrenyunder one year of age; effective
application of the law of Theophile Roussel ;
protection of Iarge families; struggle agaiost
infant mortality.

For Protection of the Individual

Kimilar development for children, both
bays and girls—Reform of education toward

a more democratic spirit; realization of
obligatory schooling; extending age of
schopoling until fifteen years; creation of

obligatory technical education until eighteen
years; possibility of accession for all to
secondary and superior education; unifica-
tion of education program for both sexes.
Development of physical education.
Protection of Workers, Both Men and
Women, Manual and Intellectual

¥ntrance of women into all careers open
to men on same conditions as men.

Rigorous application of the principle
“Equal pay for equal work."’

Rigorous application of the law concern-
ing work at domicile and ™S+ minimum
wage.

Struggle Against the High Cost of Living
Organization and developmenst of co-

operative societies for producers and con-
Sumers,

The feminists of France are convinced
that only a collaboration between men and
women will give back to the country its
vitality and power. ‘Therefore, they ask
that the inequalities under which French
womep are suffering shall be removed.

Basis of India’s
Suffrage Demand

By Mrs. Sarojini Naidu

OF without & due scuse of my great

privilege do 1 venture to present, in
briefest outline, some of the reasons on
which the women of India base their claim to

Delegates From the Very Ends of the Earth Gathered to

A group of delegates at Geneva from all parts of the world.
from

extreme |eft, Mrs. Chandraseu,

You must pardon us this, all the more
because Poland, baving obtained her own
liberty, can now deliver herself to the joy
and happiness of bringing this liberty to
other nations, younger and more feeble, like
the Ukraine and Lithuania, which are op-
pressed by Russia, as we have been here-
tofore.

When this end shall have been attained,
the war in the east will end by itself, just
as it finished in the west at the moment of
the deliverance of Poland.

At the moment of Poland's resurrection,
the Polish woman presents herself at the
electoral urp, the equal of man, & free and
bappy citizen of a free and bappy pation.
"The decree of electoral law of the Diet,
published in December, 1918, by the Council
of Ministers, and signed by the chiel of
state, Joseph Pilsudski, was based on

is since the very beginning of the erganiza-
tion of the Lett state that women have
taken part in the labors of the national
council, as well as in the munieipal coun-
cils,

However, npeither in 1918 nor im 1919
could regular elections take place every-
where, because a large part of the territory
was invaded, on one side by German armies,
on the other gide by Bolshevist troops.

It is only at the beginning of this year,
the country having definitely rid itself of all
its enemies, that elections in proper fashion
were held—with unjversal suffrage, direct
and proportionpal—for officers of municipal-
ities, and for members to the constitutional
assembly, which is mow sitting at Rigs.

Men and women baving mttaived the age
of twenty-one years voled equally, and the
zeal of women to bring their votes to the

that they have a prospect of being sviusily
elected.

From these elections we gatber the fol-
lowing interesting statistics.

The number of women voters was much
lsrger than that of men voters, Of the
total number of voters 2,746,641, or 54 per
cent, were women and only 2,802,918, or
45.6 per cent, men. Also the duty of
recording their votes was better fulfilled by
the women than by the men, 50.4 per cemt
of men voting ms against $2.6 per cent of
women. ‘The number of women organised
in the ranks of the various parties waries
from 20 per cent to 70 per cent. According
to private statisties about 12 per cent of
those elected were women,

The first elections to Parliament (House
of Deputies and Senate) did pot take
place till the end of April, 18920. Women

Plead for Equal Rights

At the

Indla; next to her, Mrs. Carrie

Chapman Catt, who presided at the suffrage congress; to the rear, Mme.

Aziz Ferouhr Kibrizli, of Cocnstantinople;
Edward Gauntlet, of Japan, and at the extreme right,
of Bombay

in front of Mrs. Catt, Mrs.
Mrs. H. Tata,

The Marquesa del Ter

equal franchise in the scheme of reforms to
inaugurate responsible self-government for
India,

I mav obzerve that my sole title to be
regarded ms an All-India representative of
my sex on a question of such far-reaclLiog
nnportanee lies in the fact that I am in-
timately aware of every shade of orthodox
and progressive opinion alike throughout
the countgy, and I am closely associated
with all the larger public movements of the
day, especially in relation to the vita! and
delicate problem of the Hindu-Moslem unity.

Wherein has her sex disqualified the In-
dian woman, or disinherited her, from the
rich honors she has earned in equal emula-
tion and comradeship with her brother 1n
every field of intellectual or patricitc em-
deavor?

In our older universities she has won
brilliant distinction in the arts and =cicnces,
nmiedicine, law, and Oriental learning. She
holds offiee in the courts and senates of our
younger universities, like the Hipdy [ ni-

versity of Benares and the Women's Uni-
versity of Poonah and the National Uni-
versity, as also in the Bombay University.

She bas evinced her creative talent in
literature and music; she has proved her
copsummate tact and resource in admin-
istering vast properties and intricate affairs,
and demonstratad beyond all question her
marvelous capacity to organize and sustain
great educational institutions and large
philanthropic missions for social service.

Moreover, not only has ghe participated
iu the programs of our great periodic na-
tional assemblies, but has not infrequently
been called upon to guide their deliberations,
direct their policies, harmonize their differ-
ences, and unite their ideals toward a com-
mon goal of self-realization.

In the name of the women of India, 1
make my appeal to the statesmen
glorious country whose cherished
ie broad-based upon a people’s will.

of u
freedom

Poland’s Plea
For Equal Vote

By Maria Dolicka
1’ SPEAK for a country where blood has
uot ceased to flow. 1 koow that, iz
certain quarters, Poland is blamed for still
fighting.

It is necessary to understand the psy-
chology of a people and of the women, who,
thanks to the war, have obtained their
liberty—of a people, who, in the nineteenth
century, while at the summit of civilization,
suffered during that century & shameful
slavery, which was only a shame for all of
Europe,

Yes, it is true! We waited for that
world war, predicted and foretold by our
greatest poets and prophets 100 years ago!
It is since that time that we have wanted
it, have dreamed of it and. with Mickie-
wics, have prayed Geod for it. It is not
surprising that, baving waited so long,
we have been able to come to the end so
quickly.

Mrs. Franteska Plaminkova

Mme. Anna Kenin

principles wholly democratic, and
women &ll rights of the elegtor.

The vote in Poland is universal, without
restrictions for sex or religion, equal, secret
and proportional. All men and women eiti-
zens aged twenty-one years Lave the cight
to vote. The participation of women in
the wvoting was very active Haviog
taiped our political rights, by the same fact
we have the right to take part in the ad-
ministration of our eountry.

At this moment, there are reven women
in the pational Diet. They have siready
obtained a law which prohibits selling of
liquor to municipalities. In the municipal
councils we have several women: in several
localities they are even presidents or vice
presidents of municipal councils,

Aside from this great victory for women,
a great work is still in front of us to ob-
tain a reform of the civil code concerning
married women and mothers, lInasmuch as
I'olish women do not possess in all domains
the eame rights as men, they are not ceas-
ing their efforts for further equality.

gave to

ob-

Women in the

German Republic
By Adela Schrieber-Krieger

E new spirit of demouratic Germany
for the co-operation of men and women
has proved stronger than the old tradition of
suspicion between men and women. The
results of this co-operation are to be seen
everywhere, Women are begioning to real-
ize more and more that the welfare of their
children, their kitchens and their homes are
hound inextricably with sensible lawmaking
They realize they must be represent:l both
in inner and in foreign politics, and that it is
their duty to try to make things better. Only
when each one in Germany does his duty will
there be better conditions.

New Republic of
Letvia Speaks

By Madame Anna Kenin

ETVIA declared itself an independent
state on November 18, 1918, when,
thanks to the defeat of Germany and the
downfall of Russia, the Lettish people saw
itself in & position to declare and to assert
its national independence, of which it had
been deprived for centuries.

Lettish men, having been under foreign
rule and oppression, were almost as far
removed from legislative and administra-
tive affairs of the country as were the wom-
en. The two sexes had been obliged to work
together in national organizations, created
either to preserve and to develop the na-
tional culture of the people, or to struggle
to obtain its independence. Therefore, hav-
ing thus struggled together, having thus
worked and suffered together, at the moment
of making a constitution for the Lett
state, there never was a guestion of de-
priving women of political rights. Apd it
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years beyond the beginning in Europe—they seemed superior to
the Eurcpeans at Geneva, and their outliook on life had a breadth
of background that was surprising
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Czecho-Slovakia
Grants Rights

By Franteska Plaminkova

HE position of women in the Czecho-

Slovak republic today imn  respect of
political rights mey be regarded ss the
realization of the boldest hopes of those who
have labored for the civie rights of woman
and of the hopes of all who have desired to
gee civie equality forming the basis of the

state. Since the war ended women have
been placed on complete equality of rights
with men; all differences of class and stand-

ing have vanished so far as concerns the

nlitical rights of citizens of the republic.
There are few places in the whole world
re such & radical change has already
taken place in the position of women with
regard to political rights.

wi

In the sittings of Parliament women were
exponents of their own views and
the views of the parties to which they be-
Jopged: they presented bills and frequent
=ses attended their efforts. To

ts: Women pro-
posed plans for the betterment of the mocial
ditiona of students; for the taking over
by the state schools and places of education
pitherto conducted by monasteries, convents
or other chiurch organizations; for placing
Lools under state control ;

roszful
gnceeszful

UTHE men-

tion only one or two poi

girls' middle s

converting inte state lustitutions,

organizing and extending, women's tech-
nical and industrial schools and schools of
dowestic economy ; for estab central

lishing
refuges for children aud childres
for introducing day instru apprentice
schools: for prohibiting evening and Sunday
jonstruction ;. and for g the legal
position and the conditions of advancement
of women teachers in the national schoals.
In June, 1919, the took
place—the elections to local and municipal
bodies. They took place according to the
srstem of fixed lists of candidates—that is
to say, the names of the candidates are
arranged in a certain order by the political
parties on lists which It is not allowed after-
ward to alter. The executive committees of
the parties have thus the power, mccording
to whether their standpoint toward women
{s a progrestive one or not, to place wom-
en's names in such a position on the list

1's homes ;

tion It

regulatin

first elections

these elections.
rding to the system of
tes a5 ahove explained. ©)
elected to
o—that is, 4
Out of 150 to the Senate, three

tonk a great part in

Thes

the House
per ent

women.,
—that is, 2 per ceul—were women

There are two reasons why fewer women
candidates were placed in assured places or
the lists of candidates; the men feared that
the « icated conditions demanded the
Lol ans of previc & eLpe Dee
T o opaturally did not find
pleoa satisfactory.

Spain’s Part in
Big Movement

By the Marquesa del Ter

since the last very few years

1 15 only
].-:l-, the women of
must
t and that they must
nisement

SEpain bave uoder-

stood that ther, too foliow the wom

resdom mOVE

their enpfra
y that we are not pew-
[

comers intn the era of feminine progress
in

the history of Bj

r . t b
mat examnies w *n who wb

1
and
filed

with

Lomes the

Al Lhe same

the govern-
of the family was sway

enl wihen Lhe Lead

a1 war

1 would point out Francisca de
and Francisea Medrano, high lights
Universities of Salamanca and of
. Beatrice Galindo, Saiot Theresa of

te vou

Jesus, Queen Berengere of Castile, Queen
M of MNolina, who wasx the glory
and support of three successive reigns;

Isabelle, the Catholic, who beiped dis-
cover America, and many others stil
celebrated for their iotelligence and the
things they accomplished

The press is coostaptly occupring itself
with the feminist movement, and we have
several pewspapers which bhave offered us
their support. Senor Burgos ¥ Mase, for-
mer minister of the interior, bas included
in his program voltes for women, and we
may bope that our expectations will be-
come reality.

Altbough the comstitution of our coun-
try grants certain advantages to women, as,
for instance, a right to inheritance, teo
which she has right at the death of her
busband, nevertheless, in wany ways, wom-
an finds bersell lowered in her dignity as
mother, as, for instance, the appointment
of & guardian for her children if, baving
become & widow, she marries again. This
is even one of the important reasons why
we are asking for a reform of the code
civil. Iu Bpein woman dispose of
ber own personal ine, op+n an sccount
in & bank, or sdminister am inberitance
witbout the cousent sod sutborization ef
bher husband.

We change the guardianship of our par-
ents for that of the Lhusband ; therefore, be-

capnot

fore the law, we alwars remain minors.

TTntil the age of majority of bis childres.
8 father may dispose of their lives and keep
them awey entirely from the care of the
This fact is all the more to be
regretied bectuse it deprives childrea of
maternal care exactly at the age when they
are most indispensable,

We have made several requests
government, without success, ] regret to
say, ope of them—the most important. te
my mind—asking adherepce of SBpain to the
convention of The Hague, conceruing the
marriage of Spanish subjects contracted in
foreign territory.

All our women's erganizations, withant
exception, are asking for the vote; the Lib-
eral party and the Republican party are

mother !

of the

giving their support to this demand. This
must be said to their credit, bacause, if tp,
measure is adopted, the majority of ¢hy

Conservative party, with the unquestiopes
support of women, will be increased.



